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OFFICIAL 2009 – 2010 FRANCHISE CONTRACT

PRELIMINARY TO 

MISS LOUISIANA PAGEANT
This contract made and entered into by and between THE MISS LOUISIANA SCHOLARSHIP ORGANIZATION hereinafter referred to as “MLSO” and ______________________________ hereinafter referred to as “Local.”

WITNESSETH;
Upon acceptance, execution, and return of this Contract to The Miss Louisiana Scholarship Organization, P.O. Box 6003, Monroe, Louisiana 71211, the MLSO hereby agrees to assign unto Local the exclusive right, privilege and franchise to select Miss____________________                who shall be accepted as an official contestant in the Miss Louisiana Pageant, an official Miss America Preliminary Contest to be held in Monroe, Louisiana on June 17 - 19, 2010 provided all conditions, obligations, and agreements hereinafter set forth are fully completed.  


LOCAL AGREES
(1)
To execute and return this agreement prior to conducting a local   
preliminary.

(2)
To conduct a Local preliminary contest and select a Local winner by the deadline established and published each year by the MLSO. It is mandatory for all local pageants to submit completed winners information to the MLSO within seven (7) days of the local pageant. 

(3)
Winner must submit photographs and other required documents as required by the MLSO no later than the Annual State Meeting or a date set forth by MLSO.    
(4)
To secure a Contract from its winner which will bind said winner from entering any other pageant of a nature similar to the Finals of the Miss America Pageant until after the State finals.  

(5)
Not to make or assume any obligations locally for or on behalf of the MLSO, it being thoroughly understood that the MLSO is in no way obligated to pay for any debts or fulfill any promises made by Local in conducting its local preliminary contest.  MLSO makes no guarantees and cannot be held responsible if, for whatever reason, there is not a Miss America Pageant held. 

(6)
To pay yearly Franchise Fee to the MLSO in the amount of $275 plus the current insurance assessment in the amount of $165 within seven (7) days following Local’s pageant. Franchise Fees that are delinquent will be assessed a late charge of 10% per month. This Franchise Fee, insurance assessment must be paid no later than seven days following the local pageant.  If not paid, a 10 day notice of probation will be issued.  If not paid within ten (10) days after receipt of the notice, the franchise agreement for the local preliminary shall be null and void. New pageants must pay Fee upon approval of Franchise.  Locals that are delinquent with their franchise fees will be required to pay said fee in advance of the pageant the following year.  

(7)
To be fully responsible for transportation of its winning contestant to and from the Miss Louisiana Pageant in Monroe, Louisiana.  

(8)
To conduct the local preliminary in compliance with Miss America rules and regulations. Scores shall be tallied using a computer and the scoring program provided on the Miss America Judging Disk for Local Pageants.
(9)       To properly orientate judges using the state mandated judge’s orientation
DVD and immediately upon the conclusion of the local preliminary pageant, the auditors shall place all score sheets and tally sheet in a sealed, dated, identifiable envelope and mail to the MLSO within seven (7) days following the local preliminary competition.

(10)
To conduct the local preliminary in compliance with the Miss America rule requiring a minimum of four (4) contestants per crown. 

(11) 
That if for any reason Local contest winner is disqualified or released from appearing in the Miss Louisiana Pageant then the first runner up shall be considered the winner of the contest and such person shall be sent to compete in the Miss Louisiana Pageant. 
(12) 
To abide by all rules and regulations established by the MLSO in the selection of its winning contestant.  

(13) 
Neither State Pageant nor any of its Local pageants acting directly or indirectly by representation by third persons will conduct or participate, including judging, in any other national competition similar to the Miss America Pageant.  
(14) 
Not to assign this contract, either in whole or in part, to any other person, firm, organization, corporation, et cetera, without the express written consent of the MLSO.  

(15) 
In selecting its Local contestants, Local agrees to make a reasonable review of the following items concerning contestants:  





(a)
Contestant shall be a Citizen of the United States.





(b)
Contestant may compete in Louisiana if she is and has been a resident of Louisiana for a period of six months immediately preceding the date of the first preliminary competition of the Local pageant or contestant may compete in Louisiana if she has been employed full-time (at least 40 hours per week) for at least six months preceding the date of the Local pageant or a contestant who has successfully completed one semester as a full time student (minimum 12 credit hours) or two quarters, and that no more than six months has elapsed between completion of the first semester and the beginning of the succeeding applicable semester or quarters as described above.  She will maintain one or more of the eligibility requirements to compete in the Pageant through her competition in the finals of the State pageant.  





(c)
Contestant must provide proof of residency.





(d)
Contestant must be single and never been married;





(e)
Contestant must not be pregnant, nor have ever been pregnant, nor have ever been involved at any time in any act of moral turpitude; 





(f)
Contestant must never have been convicted of any crime and not                                                                    
           have any criminal charge pending against her;





(g)
Contestant must be a high school graduate or have successfully completed the G.E.D. testing program by July 30th;





(h)
Contestant’s age shall be not less than 17 on the date of the first preliminary competition of the Local pageant nor older than 24 years of age on December 31st  of the year in which she intends to compete in the National finals of the Miss America Pageant.





(i)
Contestant must be in reasonable good health and can to the best of her knowledge, participate fully and without limitation in any Pageant activities and does hereby covenant to submit to the Pageant upon its request any hospital and medical records pertaining to her;





(j)
Contestant may be either amateur or professional;





(k)
Contestant should obtain permission from her director before entering another Local pageant for the next pageant year and is not eligible to compete in the same Local pageant where she was selected winner the last year;

            

(l)    
Verify all contestants participating in a Local preliminary have raised a minimum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per local to support the Children’s Miracle Network in accordance with the Miss America guidelines prior to competing in the Local preliminary.



(16) 

To select its own local business sponsors



(17) 

A contestant must be eligible to make the representations under oath which are set forth in the Contestant’s Contract with the Miss Louisiana Organization.

    

(18) 
That Local Pageant shall provide at least $250 cash or in-kind scholarship and shall award such scholarship in accordance with MLSO and MAO rules and shall provide for the clear and unambiguous mention of the scholarship award which the Local contestants are eligible to receive in all promotional material distributed in connection with conduct of Local Pageant. All scholarship monies must be paid to the winners within seven (7) days of crowning.  Scholarship monies cannot be held to ensure winner fulfills local preliminary obligations. 
   

(19) 

To purchase insurance coverage through the MLSO as mandated by MAO.  Said insurance premium shall and will be included in the Local Franchise Fee.


(20) 

Not to charge a contestant at the Local or State level an entry fee or to require contestant to secure a sponsor.


(21) 

To require contestant to furnish MLSO no later than the Annual State Meeting the entry forms and talent materials as requested.  The local director or a representative must attend the annual state meeting held in Monroe, Louisiana. The local preliminary winner also must attend the annual state meeting held in Monroe, Louisiana in order to participate in the State Pageant.



(22) 

Local pageant agrees that it will require all contestants in the Local pageant to sign a Contestant Contract, a copy of which has been sent to Local pageant, which was furnished by MAO  



(23) 

This Franchise does NOT include the right, and Local agrees NOT to televise locally, regionally or nationally without the prior written consent of MLSO.  The request must be in writing and received by MLSO thirty days prior to planned telecast.  



(24) 

No person other than a Judge, Emcee, Producer or cast member may serve in any capacity in a Local pageant unless that person is a resident or is employed in the state to which the MLSO franchise has been given or is a resident or employed in a state contiguous to that state.


(25) 

No person shall serve as a judge or local director in any Local pageant who has or intends to provide for profit or otherwise any product or service directly or indirectly to or for any potential or actual contestant in any Local pageant



(26) 

No Local pageant member may serve on the State Board of Directors



(27) 

To abide by MAO’s policies, as set forth by MAO and MLSO, prohibiting all forms of sexual harassment toward all participants in the Miss America system specifically including contestants.


(28) 

To ensure that all volunteers and others associated with State or Local pageant are of good reputation and if any person is found to be detrimental to the morals and integrity of the program or found to be interfering with the morale of contestants or volunteers by gossip or other means he or she can be removed from their position with the State or Local pageant.


(30) 

If Local is delinquent in submitting to MLSO by the set deadlines the required fees, paperwork, and forms, MLSO will withhold the two sets of pageant tickets and assess a 10% per month late fee.  The failure to adhere to the published deadlines may jeopardize the Local’s insurance coverage, which is included in the Franchise Fee and result in the cancellation of this franchise agreement.  
     
(31)  

No ads for the program book shall be changed regardless of the status of the locals Contestant status after the ads are turned in at the State Meeting.
     
(32)

Local pageant agrees to follow guidelines established and meet the requirements of Miss America’s National Platform: Children’s Miracle Network at the local level.
UPON FULL COMPLIANCE OF LOCAL with the foregoing conditions, covenants and agreements, the Miss Louisiana Scholarship Organization HEREBY AGREES TO DO THE FOLLOWING:



(1)

To accept Local’s winning candidate as an official entry in the Miss Louisiana Pageant, Monroe, Louisiana to be held June 18-20, 2009 and to provide all meals and lodgings for said contestant while in Monroe, from the official published date and time of arrival through the official time of departure.  



(2)

To properly chaperone contestant while in Monroe, Louisiana.


(3)

To send all official Miss Louisiana and Miss America information to Locals.


(4)

To publish Local’s titleholder’s photo in Pageant Program Book.



(5)

To provide winner of the MLP with wardrobe as per requirements of MAO, transportation to and from Miss America Pageant, and an educational scholarship. The MLSO cannot guarantee that there will be a Miss America Pageant.  In the event there is not a Miss America Pageant held, the MLSO will not be held to this stipulation.


(6)

To assume absolute and complete control and responsibility for all publicity appearances, performances, and other acts done and performed as Miss Louisiana during contestant’s year as Miss Louisiana.
    
(7)

To provide winner lodging while in Monroe preparing for Miss America Pageant.  Housing will be provided by MLSO and place of residence will be decided by the Miss Louisiana Preparation Committee.



(8)

To provide Local two sets of tickets to the Miss Louisiana Pageant to be used at the Local’s discretion.  If Local pageant fails to adhere to the published deadlines set by MLSO these two sets of tickets will be withheld.  



(9)

For any violation of this agreement, the MLSO reserves the right to impose a fine upon the Local of a monetary amount not to exceed $1,000.  Any fines so assessed are to be paid and deposited into the MLSO Scholarship Fund.  Failure to pay a fine so assessed on or before the date required for payment will result in the withdrawal of the Franchise from the Local.  Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this contract or the breach thereof, including the determination of amount of fines as mentioned hereinabove, shall be submitted to arbitration before the Miss Louisiana Organization Board.  Such arbitration shall be held in Monroe, Louisiana.  Both parties agree to be bound by the decision of said arbitrator and the judgment therein may be entered in a court of competent jurisdiction.  



(10) 

To provide for the clear and unambiguous mention of the scholarship awards which the contestants are eligible to receive in all promotional material distributed in connection with the conduct of Local pageants and the State Finals.  



(11) 

The Miss Louisiana Organization is required to deposit all Scholarship Funds in an appropriate Scholarship Bank Account which is specifically designated on documents filed with the bank to be paid over to a successor franchisee should there be one, a copy of which documents shall be sent to MAO.  MLSO herewith expressly agrees that the Scholarship Bank Account will be maintained separate and apart from other bank accounts held by MLSO and that the full amount of cash scholarships to be awarded by MLSO in any franchise year will be deposited in the separate Scholarship Bank Account prior to the State Finals.  The Miss Louisiana Organization herewith further expressly consents to submission to MAO, if requested by MAO, of an audited statement regarding the amount, location and distribution of the scholarship funds and/or Scholarship Bank Account, referred to in this paragraph.

New Miss Louisiana Organization Locals will register their official pageant name with MLSO and, if necessary, MLSO may register title with the Secretary of State; there MLSO can control the title and remove it, if necessary.  If a Local will not hold a pageant in a given year, in order to “hold” their name, the Local director must submit their Franchise Fee by January 15th of the pageant year, or relinquish their Franchise and claim to the Local name.  By paying the Fee they can hold the name so no one else can use it.  

This Franchise contract shall remain in full force and effect until such time as the next Miss Louisiana Franchise Contract is issued.  (One Year Franchise Contract)
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF the MLSO and ___________________________________












Pageant Title

and                                                                      , Local Sponsor execute this contract by the duly authorized agents on the following respective dates.
By: _____________________________

By: _____________________________

      State Executive Director


                  Local Director 

Dated: __________________________

Dated: __________________________

